
UNIT THREE Overview: 

Industrialization 

1. Explain how factories changed production and the work force 

Manufacturing and mass production using machines. Less skill needed to work in factories 

2. Define Assembly Line. How did it help production? 

Continuous flow of production. It reduced wasted effort in production 

3. Describe how the economic policies of laissez-faire and free enterprise are similar. No government 

involvement in businesses 

4. What new form of transportation allowed industrialization to quickly expand and also created a national 

market for goods produced? Transcontinental Railroad 

5. What innovation was adopted by Andrew Carnegie and allowed for steel to be mass produced for the first 

time in history?  Bessemer Process 

6. What impact did new inventions like the carpet sweeper, washing machine, and electric light bulbs have on 

society?  increased the standard of living, improved people’s lives 

7. What impact would the telephone and telegraph have on society?  able to communicate over long 

distances 

Big Business and Unions 

DEFINE or IDENTIFY 

8. Andrew Carnegie—first to mass produce STEEL. Entrepreneur, built a corporation for steel, Philanthropist, 

wrote Gospel of Wealth  

9. John D. Rockefeller—entrepreneur, Standard Oil Company, started a monopoly, philanthropist(universities) 

10. Philanthropy—giving large amounts of money to charity--donations to help society (libraries and 

universities)  

11. Corporation—large business that is partially owned by stocks and shareholders 

12. Monopoly—having complete control over an entire industry 

13. Entrepreneur—person or small group who starts a business in hope of making a profit 

14.  Labor Unions—group of workers that organize to protect worker rights and gain benefits and better 

conditions 

15. Samuel Gompers—founder of Knights of Labor, works for better working conditions 

 

16. Name 2 PROS of Big Business  

 

Lower prices, provides jobs 

17. Name 3 CONS of Big Business  

Limits competition, unfair influence over government 

18. OMIT 

19. OMIT 

20. OMIT 

21. What problems did Industrialization cause for the labor force/workers? Low wages, child labor, long hours, 

no job security, no benefits=JOIN UNIONS 

22. Why did government support big business and not labor unions at first? (more than one reason) business 

provide economic prosperity and jobs, laissez-faire,  believed unions would become violent and even drive 

up costs of goods 

Believed Big Business helped the economy and lowered prices 



Believed labor unions were violent, hurt the economy and raised prices 

23. How are the American Federation of Labor and the Knights of Labor similar?  

Both tried to earn better working conditions and wages for workers 

24. How was the AFL different from the Knights of Labor?  

Only wanted skilled workers to join labor unions so that the  

Immigration  

 

1. Explain what a “PULL” factor for why immigrants came to the US during this time is. Give Examples. 

Something that made immigrants choose to come to the United States—need for workers/jobs, open land, 

freedom of religion 

2. Who were the NEW IMMIGRANTS of the late 1800s and early 1900s? (Where were they from?—they made 

up more than half of all immigrants in to the United States) 

Southern and Eastern Europeans who did not speak English 

3. What entry point in to the United States did they typically have to go through? Ellis Island 

4. Where did Asian immigrants pass through to reach America? Angel Island (California) 

5. How were the children of New Immigrants similar to Native American children on reservations?  They both 

went through process of Americanization (American public schools) 

6. What jobs did immigrants typically take upon arrival to the United States? Unskilled factory jobs or 

sweatshops 

7. Define Nativist (Nativism—only define) those born in the US that wanted to restrict immigration 

8. What Act or law passed by government would nativists in California have supported? And what did it do? 

The Chinese Exclusion Act—prohibited immigrants from China for 10 years 

 

Urbanization 

9. What major trends occurred to the population of the United States during the industrial expansion of the 

late 19th century? Population moved from rural to urban—rapid expansion 

10. What were some of the problems early cities faced? Overcrowding, congestion, disease, no public service 

(sewage) 

11. What was a “political machine”? Corrupted political organizations.  

12. How did “political machines” maintain power in early cities? Rallied citizens and offered service to them for 

their own good 

13. Why were they seen as corrupt? They used intimidation, especially with immigrants in exchange for votes  

14. In what way did they help society through corruption? Congress passed the Pendleton Act in 1883 that 

created merit-based exams for most civil jobs in the federal government 


